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Did I read the problem correctly? 
This sounds like a no-brainer, but especially when it 

comes to word problems, sometimes it’s easy to mix up 

what the question is actually asking you. Double-check 
to make sure your initial interpretation was correct! 2 

Did I use the correct formula? 
Some formulas can seem similar but aren’t. Sometimes 

going back and making sure that you used the formula 

that’s appropriate to the problem can be an important 
step in making sure you get it right. 
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Are all of my signs correct? 
Checking your arithmetic is important! One of the 

biggest things that messes people up when it comes to 

math is accidentally forgetting to write a negative or 
subtraction sign where there should’ve been one. 4

1 

Is my answer in proper form? 
Look back at the directions for the section of the test 

you are answering. Answer in whatever form it asks you 

for. Do the instructions want you to use mixed numbers, 
decimals, or something else? 
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Does my answer make sense? 
To check this, it’s a good idea to plug your answer into 

the original problem. If the answer doesn’t work with 

the original problem, then it’s probably not the right 
answer. Go back and find the error. 6 

What units should I be using? 
If you are answering a problem that starts with units, 

your answer should include the correct units. If you start 

in inches, your response shouldn’t be just a number or 
in centimeters. Use the right unit or it will cost you. 
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